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History of the Arizona State Climatologist

History of the Arizona State Climate Office

On March 20, 1973, Robert White, Weather Bureau Chief and first Administrator of the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), sent a letter to Governor Williams notifying him that NOAA was terminating
the Federal State Climatology Program. Up fo that point, a National Weather Service Climatologist performed
the role. Paul C. Kangeiser of the National Weather 3ervice Phoenix office was the |ast National Weather
Service Climatologist for Arizona.

AAASC

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF
STATE CLIMATOLOGISTS

On April 6, 1973, Governor Williams sent a letter to President Schwada at ASU asking that the State
Climatologist be housed at Arizona State University. President Schwada accepted this request on May 9, 1973.
The Arizona Board of Regents approved the office in September, 1973. Governor Williams appeinted Robert
Durrenberger from ASU Department of Geography as the first Arizona State Climatologist on July 25, 1974,

AMBASSADOR™

As the Arizona State Climatologist, Dr. Erinanne Saffell holds a public office executive appointment by Governor
Doug Ducey, swearing a loyalty oath on July 22, 2021 to support the state of Arizona. She was confirmed by the
Arizona Senate on April 5, 2022. The Arizona State Climate Office is the recognized State Climate Office for the WEATHER-READY NATION
State of Arizona (ARSCO) and is funded by Arizona State University and the School of Geographical Sciences

and Urban Planning.

i
Julie AnnWrigley ' School of Geographical :: ARIZONA STATE
& Global Futures Laboratory- &l Sciences and Urban Planning (;;\TJ CLIMATE OFFICE

Arizona State University Arizona State University



Welcome to the

Arizona State Climate Office

The Arizona State Climate Office is the main resource for weather and climate science in Arizona. The
Office provides research, data, outreach, and education to the people and state of Arizona.

Climate Weather Resources

Drought About the Office Contact Us

KEY MESSAGE 1

Temperatures in Arizona have risen about 2.5°F since the beginning of the 20th century. Recent
upward trends in average temperatures and extreme heat are projected to continue. Under a
higher emissions pathway, historically unprecedented increases in annual average temperature
are projected during this century.

KEY MESSAGE 2

Droughts are a serious threat in this water-scarce state. The potential for more extended droughts
in the future will pose a major challenge to Arizona’s environmental, agricultural, and human
systems. The risk of very large wildfires is projected to increase.

KEY MESSAGE 3

The summer monsoon rainfall, which provides much-needed water for grazing lands and their
ecosystems, varies greatly from year to year. Future trends in average monsoon rainfall are highly
uncertain, while high variability is expected to continue. Warmer temperatures may lead to
reductions in late-season snowpack accumulation and negative impacts on valley communities
that rely on the melting snowpack for summer water supplies.
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Deficit from longterm average annual precipitation (statewide)
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Long-term.average 12.26¢
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Precipitation deficits 20 of the last 29 water years



WY 2022 temperature: 62

Above longilerm average annual temperature (statewide)

1994-2022 Trend
(+0.5F 'Decade)

Long-term.average 59.74

Above average temperatures 28 of last 29 water years



Colorado
Basin
WY2022

Upper basin
melting rates were
above average.
Peak snowpack
ended by midApril.

AZ statewide
precipitation
19 driest OctApril

Upper basin 76% of average SWE

Lower basin 34% of average SWE




