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NAVAJO NATION WATER RESOURCE 
DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY

}Large and Regional Water Supply Projects

}Local Domestic and Agricultural Water 
Projects

}Municipal Water Plans, Needs Assessment & 
Prioritization

}Completion of NIIP

}Municipal Storage

}Drought /Climate Change Response and 
Mitigation

}Flood Plain Management

}Watershed Restoration

}Technical Advisory Committees



ESTIMATED COST OF WATER DEVELOPMENT 
(ANNUAL COST OVER 10 YEARS PERIOD EXCEPT FOR NIIP)

Priority Rank Brief Description

Estimated 
Annual Cost of 

Priority
Total

1 Large Regional Water Supply Project $840,000,000 $  84,000,000 $  840,000,000 

2 Developing and Rehabilitating Local Water Infrastructure 
$1,213,000,000 (Includes NAIHSdomestic water)

$  121,300,000 $ 1,213,000,000 

Livestock and Agriculture $30,000,000 $ 3,000,000 $ 30,000,000 

3 Service to Water Haulers $8,000,000 $ 800,000 $ 8,000,000 

4 Complete Navajo IndianIrrigation Project (NIIP) 
$760,000,000

$ 38,000,000 $ 760,000,000 

5 Address Water Storage Facilities $47,500,000 $ 4,750,000 $ 47,500,000 

6 Drought Response and Mitigation $10,000,000 $ 1,000,000 $ 10,000,000 

7 Floodplain delineations and management $43,000,000 $ 4,300,000 $ 43,000,000 

8 Watershed Restoration Demonstration Projects 
$3,000,000

$ 300,000 $ 3,000,000 

Annual Total: $ 257,450,000 $ 2,954,500,000 



Navajo Nation Domestic Water Development Needs: $700 million (2014 Estimated Cost)

Source: Navajo Area Indian Health Service



CURRENT SUPPLIES: MORE THAN 90 PERCENT IS LIMITED GROUNDWATER.
THE NAVAJO NATION NEEDS ACCESS TO RENEWABLE SURFACE WATER SUPPLIES



NAVAJO-GALLUP WATER SUPPLY PROJECT: A 
COMPONENT OF THE SAN JUAN RIVER BASIN OF 

NEW MEXICO WATER RIGHTS SETTLEMENT

Navajo Nation Department of Water Resources

PO Drawer 678 Fort Defiance Arizona 86504


