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The Hopi Reservation 

A land of high desert. 

Where the Hopi have resided  for 
over  1,500 years. 
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Water in the High Desert 
Where residents depend on groundwater. 

A land of violent summer thunderstorms 



Current Reservation Boundaries 

The Hopi Reservation is  
located entirely in the  
State of Arizona. District  
Six, reserved exclusively  
for Hopi use, consists of  
2,500 square miles.  
Other holdings include  
the joint use area  
with the surrounding  
Navajo Reservation and 
new land ranches near  
Flagstaff. 



Hopi District Six, the Hopi Mesas 

The broad plateau of Black Mesa  
is dissected by several northeast 
oriented  canyons that divide the 
plateau into fingers or mesas. The  
Hopi Villages are located on these 
southwest oriented fingers on  
First, Second, and Third Mesa.  The  
Villages of Upper  and Lower  
Moenkopi are located to the west 
of the main portion of the  
Reservation near Tuba City. 
  



The Reservation is Located in the 
Colorado Plateau Physiographic Region 

A region of relatively 
un-deformed rocks 
defined by the Grand 
Canyon geology. It is 
formed by a thick  
crustal block that has 
been resistant to 
deformation. This has 
retained the original 
horizontal layering of  
the rock. 



Layers of Gently Folded Sedimentary 
Rocks are Stacked Atop Each Other. 



On the Hopi Reservation Wide Mesas Are  
Interspersed with Broad Valleys 

 

The southern  part of the 
Reservation is lower and 
semi-arid. The northern  
portion of the reservation  
includes the higher reaches  
of Black Mesa where the  
elevation approaches 7,000  
feet and much of the winter 
precipiation  falls as snow. 



Surface Water of the Hopi, the 
Little Colorado River Watershed 

The main reservation 
and the ranch lands 
south of I-40 are all 
within the watershed  
of the Little Colorado  
River. The water dis- 
charges to the Colorado 
River  mainstem in the 
eastern Grand Canyon.  



Surface Water is Rare, With Streamflow 
Dominated by Precipitation Events 

Short stretches of 
perennial flow are fed by 
groundwater discharge. 
Here a section of Polacca 
Wash on the Hopi 
Reservation displays year 
around flow fed by 
groundwater discharge. 
 


