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Overview of this Presentation

Å Background

Å Project Purpose and Need

Å The Planning Process and the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)

Å Preliminary Alternatives

Å Description of Issues
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Project Background

Å Construction of the Pipeline was initiated in 1965 and 
completed in 1970

Å The Pipeline provides potable water for approximately 5 
Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪΩǎ {ƻǳǘƘ Rim and cross-
canyon corridor

Å Water from the pipeline also provides fire suppression 
capabilities to protect visitor and staff safety and over 800 
historic buildings
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Project Background
Å Starting point and water source for 

the 12.5-mile Pipeline is Roaring 
Springs below the North Rim

Å Water is conveyed by gravity from 
Roaring Springs to Indian Garden

Å From Indian Garden, water is 
pumped by a lift station to storage 
ǘŀƴƪǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪΩǎ {ƻǳǘƘ wƛƳ



Existing Pipeline
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Project Background

Current issues:

Å Beyond expected design life

Å Frequent maintenance and difficult conditions to 
perform repairs

Å Challenging operating environment 
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Project Purpose and Need

The purpose of the proposed project is to provide a 
reliable water delivery system to meet park water 
supply needs for a project lifespan of approximately 
50 years. 

The project is needed because the Pipeline, which 
was constructed in the 1960s, is beyond its useful 
life, experience frequent failures, and requires 
continual maintenance.
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Project Objectives

Objectives for this project include

Å Protecting natural and cultural resources 

Å Maintaining the visitor experience

Å Reducing maintenance requirements 
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The National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA)

Å Requires federal agencies to 

Á Analyze the environmental impacts of federal actions

Á Engage the public in the decision-making process 

Å The federal agency prepares a written Environmental 
Assessment to  determine if a federal undertaking would 
significantly affect the human environment 
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Which Actions Require NEPA Review?

Å Any federal action or federal decision being considered 
that would, if implemented, have an impact on the human 
environment 

Å Projects, plans, grants, official policy, and permits may 
trigger the need for NEPA review 
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What is Public Scoping?
Å The beginning of the NEPA process 

Å An opportunity for the public to provide early ideas about: 

Å the purpose and need for the plan 

Å issues and impact topics that should be addressed 

Å alternatives that should be evaluated 

Å sources of information that should be considered 

Å Public scoping began July 5, 2017 and runs through August 7, 2017

Å You can provide comments at any time during this period to 
http://parkplanning.nps.gov/grcatcwl
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What Alternatives are 
Under Consideration?

Proposed Action ςRelocate Water Intake

Replacement In-Kind

No Action



Proposed Action ïRelocate Water Intake


