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The Partnership is a privately funded scientific and 
educational non-profit organization  working to 

preserve the long-term health of the Verde River and 
the groundwater that supplies itτwhich are, together, 
a limited resource upon which all of our communities 

depend. 
 
 

VERDE RIVER BASIN PARTNERSHIP 
What is it? 



Verde River:  
Desert Treasure 

Longest free-flowing 
perennial river in Arizona 

Verde River Basin 
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The Richness of the Verde River 

Riparian treasure.   

Provides:  

ü Agricultural irrigation in Verde Valley.  

ü Nearly 40% ƻŦ {wtΩǎ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜ-water supply to Maricopa County.   

ü River-connected recreation and tourism in Verde Valley ~8.7M (2010 dollars). 

 
 

Courtesy of Doug Von Gausig) 
Courtesy of Gary Beverly) 
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Is Year-Round Flow at Risk? 

Groundwater:  
Å Provides ~half of annual Verde 

River flow. 
 

Å Maintains perennial flow. 

 

Å Provides essentially all water for 
communities and rural 
households in upper and middle 
Verde River watersheds. 

Perennial flow is ultimately threatened  by increased 
groundwater pumping and climate change.  

Santa Cruz River 

(Courtesy of Dan Campbell) 
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Modified from McReynolds and others, 2006) 
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Aquifers and the Water Table 

(USGS) 
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Aquifers and the Water Table 

(Modified from USGS) 
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Aquifers and the Water Table 

Courtesy of Stan Leake, USGS, modified 
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Aquifers and the Water Table 


